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Web ster I s Dictionary define s colloquy as mutual discour se .
Reader s are encouraged to submit additions, corrections and com
ments about earlier articles appearing in Word Ways. Comments
received up to a month prior to publication of an is sue will appear
in that issue.
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In the November 1969 Wor d Ways, the article liOn Searching for
Three-L Lamas ll pointed out the existence of the words HEADMIS
TRESSSHIP and WALLLES.s in the Second Edition of Webster I s New
International Dictionary, and.asked the reader to identify words
containing OSSSH and CEEER. The original magnetic tape used in
compiling the tetragram list has been searched, yielding the words
GODDESSSHIP and PATRONESSSHIP below the line (somewhat in
consi stently t DE MIGODDESS- SHIP appear ed in Web ster I s with a
hyphen). All other triples turned out to be errors in transcribing
the dictionary to the tape. For example, the tape listed the word
BOSSSI-llP. but Webster l s clearly lists it as BOSS-SHIP; even worse,
the tape listed WHENCEEER which does not even exist in Webster 's,
but which is probably an erroneous transcription of WHENCEVER.
These last two errors were also discovered by Darryl Francis of
Hounslow. Middle sex, England, who consulted a normal and rever se
English word list compiled from the same tape. Most other diction
aries fail to confirm the four legitimate Websterian triples. The
only exc eption I know of is The Random House Dictionary of the
English Language, which admits GODDESC;SHIP.

Philip M. Cohen of Aliquippa, Penna. sugge sts that the following 15
trigrams be added to II A Dictionary of Common English Trigrams ll
in the August and November 1969 Word Ways: ABF abfarad, BMH
abmho, BYZ byzantine, BZO subzone, CEYacey-deucey, CSE arc
secant, GGB eggbeater, IKY spiky. JIG jig, ISE wise, KDR back
drop, MOT motto. OFP hoofprint, PYW copywriter and RAX thorax.
Mr. Cohen is in the proce s s of compiling a much more extensive tri
gram dictionary including all trigrams in Webster I s Unabridged (an
additional 1,350) , as well as tho se appearing in geographical place
names, surnames, and so on. Howard 'VIr. Bergerson suggests add
ing the tr igrams ABF gabfe st and NGG mahjongg.
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In the NoveITlber 1969 Word Ways, the article

Unsociable HouseITlaid
Discourages Facetious Behaviour " listed words for 104 of the 120 pos
sible ways the five vowels can be arranged in a word. A search of a
ITlagnetic tape containing the Second Edition of Webste r I s New Inter
national Dictionary has revealed five additional words: IEUAO fieula
ITlort (also found by Darryl Francis) , UAIEO unpraiseworthy, OAEUI
pyr ocatechuic acid, UEIAO pulverizator I and AOIUE laryngofi s sure.
Andrew GriscoITl of Menlo Park, California sugge sted that several of
the st arred words could be replaced by words in the Fifth Edition of
Webster l s Collegiate Dictionary: AOEUI ITlanoeuvring, EAOUI be
labouring, EA UOI preaccustoITling, EUAOI rheuITlatoid, IEAOU tripet
alous, IOUEA thiourea, OEID A nonre sidual, OI1JEA noninstruITlental,
OUIEA no nuniver sal, UOAIE unpolari zed and DOIEA unnoticeably. It
is also worth noting that UIAOE ITlultiraITlose and IOADE violature re
place non- Webster words given in the earlier list. If one allows capi
talized words, UIAEO Cuitlateco can also be included. Mr. GriscoITl
also sought a double-AEIOU word, but the best he could find was the
coined terITl quasi- Heteroousian. No genuine word has been found, al
though counterexcoITlITlunication COITles fairly close.
II

The NoveITlber 1968 and February 1969 issues of Word Ways point out
various errors in the Second and Third Editions of Webster s New In
ternational Dictionary. Murray R. Pearce of BisITlarck, North Dakota
has discove red two more in the Sec ond Edition:
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- In the 1942 printing, on page 1896 in Part IV of the definitions for

plural there appears a list of the singular and plural forITlS of
words of foreign origin. One of these words is SERAPH; how
ever, the singular forITl is ITlis spelled SERAP HS.
- In the definition of the word JICAMA, the last part of the ety
ITlological portion of the definition says II Cf. JICARA, QUA UH
XICA LLI II • The fir st wo rd appear s in the dictionary, but the
second word is nowhere to be found.

II Sea- Changed Words II
in the February 1969 Word Ways ended with a
lipograITlmatical litany addre s sed to the Deity, using only the eleven
letters A, B, C, Dr F, H, I, L, P, R, and X. We are now able to
report not one but two responses, using the other sixteen letters of
the alphabet:
Jove: To ITle, sugge s t
No joyous que st;
o know you ITlust
My woe unjust;
See noose on tongue,
Motets unsung.
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Queen Note, quest not, evoke no joke;
Unto My new omens, now tune.
Oyez, My jests, musty, jejune,
Te st men I s meek ze st, keen not, too soon.
Enjoy My yoke, not My venom,
Momentous tone s, My momentum
Eke s out, sugge sts zooms, even woe s.
Nuggets, My nous jets out, now goe s
Out to you: enzyme s, mementoe s.
Tense not, sense new events to smoke.
The second poem, written by Walter Shed10fsky of St. Louis, Missouri,
contains an acrostic on the initial letters.

In the November 1968 Word Ways, it was suggested that the initials
F. X. 0' B. on a suitcase almost certainly implied that the owner's
name was Francis (or Frank) Xavier 0' Brien. A counterexample
to this claim has at last been located: there is a man with the name
of F. X. 0' Byrne living in the Bayside area of Queens, N. Y. accord
ing to the most recent telephone directory.

Darryl Francis of Houns1ow, Middlesex, England confirms E. N. GH
bert's suspicion that the computer listing of the tetragrams in Web
ster's New International Dictionary, Second Edition, is incomplete.
He sugge sts that the 613 entrie s in the bigram table in the November
1969 Word Ways be augmented by VD heavd and QF waqf, both legiti
mate entries according to Gilberti s criteria.
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In the August 1969 issue of Word Ways, J. A. Lindon of Weybridge.
Surrey, England pre sented the fir st complete solution to the 6- by-10
pentomino rectangle word problem. Since then he has devised an
even better solution which is given below (the reader is referred to
page 157 of the August issue for the underlying pentomino patterns) :
GATHER
UNSPUN
SESAME
S T RE S S
SLEAVE
EREBUS
RANTED
TEETHE
PROWLS
LITTLE

HEREAT
PLEATS
ARROWS
TESTER
PEDANT
LIEGES
UNSUNS
MESHES
SVELTE
BUTLER

